
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 a.m. Pre-Talk  
10:00 a.m. Gathering 
10:00 a.m. C3 Kids with 
Miss Mary and volunteer 
Margaret Willey 
11:00 a.m.: Talk Back 
. . . . . . . . 

Red Team Hosts 
Yvonne Olmsted, Sarah 
Jacobs, Char Zoet; with 
Annie Wassmann, Tom 
Edwards, and Karen Cotton 
(subs) 
Red Team Ushers 
Tom Webber  
Joyce Cawthon 
Andy Cawthon  
Welcome Table 
Jeff Crandle 
Next week: White Team 
. . . . . . . . 
C3 Board of Trustees 
Chair: Sally Alderink 
Vice-Chair: Tom Edwards 
Secretary: Valerie 
Engeltjes 
Treasurer: Mark Smith 
Beth Buelow, Andy 
Cawthon, Teresa Colbry, 
Kim Crozier, Kathy 
Humphrey, Wayne 
Johnson, and Rod Van 
Abbema 
. . . . . . . . 
Next Week! 
Speaker: 
Beth Buelow 
Musician: 
Jen Sygit 
Meditation: 
Charity McMaster 
Kid’s Volunteer: 
Sally Alderink 
 

c3westmichigan.org/support 

 
Sunday, October 23, 2022 

 
The Great Questions 
Is the Universe Friendly? Reimagining Cosmology 
 
Gathering Host: Chrys Moelter-Gray 
 
Music: Kate Pillsbury 
 
Meditation: Bob Kleinheksel 
 
Moment of Silence 
 
Music: Kate Pillsbury 
 
Readings / Teaching: Kent Dobson 
 

That Man is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end 
they were achieving; that his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, 
his loves and his beliefs, are but the outcome of accidental 
collections of atoms; that no fire, no heroes, no intensity of thought 
and feeling, can preserve an individual beyond the grave; that all the 
laborers of all the ages, all the devotion, all the inspiration, all the 
noonday brightness of human genius, are destined to extinction in 
the vast death of the solar system, and that the whole temple of 
Man's achievement must inevitably be buried beneath the debris of a 
universe in ruins - all these things, if not quite beyond dispute, are yet 
so nearly certain, that no philosophy which rejects them can hope to 
stand.  Only within the scaffolding of these truths, only on the first 
foundation of unyielding despair, can the soul's habitation 
henceforth be safely built.  
Bertrand Russell, Free Man’s Worship 
 
We will recover our sense of wonder and our sense of the sacred 
only if we appreciate the universe beyond ourselves as a revelatory 
experience of that numinous presence whence all things come into 
being.  Indeed, the universe is the primary sacred reality.  We 
become sacred by our participation in this more sublime dimension 
of the world about us. 
Thomas Berry,  The Wild and the Sacred, in The Great Work 
 
Music: Kate Pillsbury 
 
Gathering Host: Chrys Moelter-Gray 
 
Music: Kate Pillsbury



 

 
 

 

Five-Year Celebration and C3 Auction 
What a fantastic day we had on October 9! To all those who donated items - 
THANK YOU! We certainly had an amazing selection of items and 
opportunities. Thank you to Teresa Colbry and her team for all the work they 
did on this year's auction, and to Patti Baldus and her team for the tasty Big 
Bites. And let's not forget all who participated in the bidding and those behind 
the scenes like Chuck Tawney, Chase Gue and Mary Crouse. It obviously 
takes a village and as a result Sunday was a day enjoyed by all. Because of 
everyone's efforts we raised just over $8,800! Your commitment helps us as 
we work towards a balanced budget this year.  
If you didn’t have a winning bid, or you weren’t able to attend the auction, 
please consider making a special donation today, or donating online. It takes a 
lot of time, energy, and money to produce all the great things that happen at 
C3. Your support matters and is greatly appreciated! Thank you! 
 
How About a Think Hike! 
After the Gathering on Sunday, November 6, David Dean will host a Think Hike 
at Hemlock Crossing Park (8115 West Olive Road, West Olive, MI 49460). Meet 
there at 12:30, and head out on a hike. We will discuss the Gathering theme as 
we take in the natural beauty of the park and enjoy each other’s company. 
Questions? Contact David at 616-843-1979. 
 
Annual Board of Trustees Election 
In accordance with our community’s bylaws, the Board of Trustees is 
preparing for our annual board election to be held in February 2023. This 
message is intended to alert members to the process of becoming a 
candidate for the Board election. 
Three seats will be open for the 2023-2025 Board. Two incumbent board 
members, Beth Below and Rod Van Abbema, will be running for re-election.  
A third seat is open with one candidate confirmed. Please note that the Board 
is hoping to elect the C3 Treasurer position from one of the open chairs. 
If you are interested and need further information, please contact any of the 
current Board members. We will continue to update you as the process 
continues. 
 
Welcome Hosts Needed 
Additional welcome hosts are needed to be a strong presence at the entry to 
the Community Center and in the lobby. Each team has four or five members 
and serves every five weeks. Substitutes are also needed. Contact Ellie 
Williams (elliewilliams4@gmail.com) if you would like to volunteer in this 
capacity. 
 
Honor and Memorial Giving Program 
The Finance Committee has created a new program for Honor and Memorial 
giving to support C3. Look for the cards at the Gathering. The gifts, with 
permission, will be listed in the newsletter (names only, no dollar amounts).  
As always, your donations are invaluable to us.  
We have received the first gift through this program, an anonymous gift in 
honor of “All my mentors.” 
 
 

 

 
 

Community Care and Concern 
Joann Martin, long-time C3 
member, died on October 1. Before 
the pandemic, she and husband 
Roger (who died in April) often 
attended both the Pre-Talk and 
Gathering, but they hadn’t been 
able to in the past couple years. 
Joann’s obituary can be read at 
www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/gr
andrapids/name/joann-martin-
obituary?id=36765680. 
 
Vigil for Peace and Justice 
Join our Vigil for Peace and 
Justice every Saturday from  
noon–1:00 p.m. along Washington 
Avenue at Central Park. We have 
signs! Bring a chair if sitting is 
more comfortable for you. 

C3 Men’s Club meets each 
Tuesday from 7:00–8:30 p.m.  
at the American Legion Hall on 
Harbor Drive in Grand Haven. 

C3 Book Club and Friends  
Our next book is The Stranger in 
the Woods: The Extraordinary Story 
of the Last True Hermit by Michael 
Finkel. We meet at the Bookman  
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 1. 
 
Need a name tag? New members 
or members who have lost a name 
tag may contact Jeff Crandle 
(chair of Membership Committee) 
at 616-638-5266 (text preferred) or 
crandlejeff@gmail.com. Please be 
aware that each name tag costs 
C3 $10, so consider adding that to 
your contributions. 
 
 


