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RELIGION

GRAND HAVEN

Town halls to explore ‘Religion and Racism’

CONTRIBUTED

“Religion and Racism” is
the topic of four upcoming
town halls in Grand Haven
led by the (Anti) Racism Task
Force.

Last season’s town halls
focused on public health.
ed on and the criminal
Justice system. The latest se-
ries was selected based on
requests from town hall par-
ticipants and will be co-spon-
sored by the Kaufman Inter-
faith Institute.

The Monday. Oct. 25, town
hall will provide historical
context of Christianity and
racism, while the Nov. 8
meets ill focus on what is
happening in churches today
in terms of racism. The Dec.
13 town hall will address the
fact that Christianity is not
the only religion in our area
and will explore the response
to racism in other faith tradi-
tions - including Islam, Juda-
ism and Buddhism. The Jan
24 town hall will focus on
Cheistianity and Native and
Indigenous people.

Town halls. which are
currently available only on
Zoom, run from 6:30-8 p.m.

Coavened by the Momen-
tum Center, the (Anti) Rac-
ism Task Force town halls
will provide panelist presen-
tations, & question-and-an-
swer period. and communi-
ty conversation by way of
breakout discussion f
Panelists are Victo
Gibbs. Robert "Rik” L. Ste-
venson and Gordon Wiersma.

Gibbs is a founder
ons  Organizi
Racial Reconciliation
(CORR) and is currently
a co<chairperson and Jead
coach. Committed to an an-
ti-racism focus from a Chris-
tian perspective. CORR wims
to be an inclusive Chrstian
community that does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, pational origin, gender,
sexual odentation, disability.
mental health, oe educational
and ecanomic power.
professor  of  Afri-
can-American studies at the
University of Florida, Ste-
venson holds master's de-
grees from Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary. a dectoeate in
divinity from the Southern

of

try, and a doctorate in
can-American and  Afi
studies from Michigan State
University. He teaches cours-
es in the Civil Rights move-
ment and the Black campus
movement.

“Racism,” according to Ste-
venson, “is a public health
issue.”
ersma, who has been
co-pastor at Hope Church
(RCA) in Holland since
1999. has been pant of build-
ing creative coalitions for
equity, inclusion and justi
He holds a bachelor’s degree
from Calvin College. a mas-
ter of divinity degree from
Princeton Theological Sem-
inary and a doctor of minis-
try degree from McCormick
Theological Seminary.

Suggested reading for the

Oct. 25 town hall is “Amer-
ica’s Original Sin™ by Jim
Wallis.

Participants  can  register
for the town hall o
momentumcentergh.
org/town-hall-racism.
Participants  will need the
Zoom app to take part in
breakout sessions following
the presentations and
community conversation.

“Town halls are opportuni-
ties for people w0 talk about
their experiences and the ex-
periences of others so we can
all leam from and apy e
a varety of perspe ?
said The Momentum Center’s
Barbara Lee VanHorssen.
‘Ground rules emphasize we
are not gathering to debate
bat o share our experiences

A peaceful protest march bagins along the bluff in downtown St. Joseph on Apeil 15. It was
California School of Minis- Racism.

and listen to the honest expe-
riences and beliefs of others.
We work hard to create a safe
en nment for sharing so
that we can find our common
concerns and work toward
our common goals.”

The Kaufman Interfaith In-
stitute is part of a rich history

i

I

] DON BIERMAN

HP fic photn ( Dan Camgel
izing Against

of interfaith dialogue in West
Michigan. The Kaufman In-
stitute brings together diverse
voices and worldview tradi-
tions to find common grounxd,
foster interfaith cooperation,
and elevate individual experi-
ences and stories.

The Momentum Center in
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Grand Haven is a grasseoots
movement 10 create a stig-
ma-free community. It does
that hosting  community
conversations and operating
The Momentum Center for
Secial Engagement that ad-
dresses mental illness. addic-
tioas and disabilities.

616-842-9267
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BAPTIST

Robinson Baptist Church
12011 120th Avenue
Grand Haven, Ml 48417
(616) 846-4500

robinsonbaptist.org
CATHOLIC

St. Mary's Catholic Church
406 E. Savidge Street
Spring Lake, M| 49456
(616) 842-1702
stmarysl.org

St. Patrick - St. Anthony Parish
920 Fuiton Street

Grand Haven, MI 48417

(616) 842-0001

stpatsgh.org

Find out how to get
your church listed here
by calling 616-842-6400

ext. 247 or emailing

CHRISTIAN REFORMED

Ferrysburg Community Church
17785 Mohawk Drive

Spring Lake, MI 48456

{616) 842-3880
www.ferrysburgchurch.com

Second Christian Reformed Church
Grand Haven

2021 Sheldon Road

Grand Haven, Mi 49417

{616) 842-0710
www.secondcregrandhaven.org

EPISCOPAL

St. John's Episcopal Church
524 Washington Avenue
Grand Haven, Mi 49417
{616) 842-6260
stichnsepiscopal.com

INDEPENDENT BIBLE

Nortonville Gespel Chapel
14528 Leonard Road
Spring Lake, MI 48456
(616)342-4285
nortonvillechapel.info

W,
LUTHERAN

Lakeshore Lutheran Fellowship
16780 Van Wagoner Road
Spring Lake, M1 49456

(616) 846-8556
www.lakeshorefellowship.com

St. John's Lutheran Church
527 Taylor Avenue

Grand Haven, Ml 48417
(616) 842-4510
stjohnsgrandnaven.com

METHODIST

United Methodist Church of the Dunes
717 Sheldon Road

Grand Haven, MI 48417

(616) 842-7580

www.umcdunes.org

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Grand Haven Gospel Chepel
1805 Waverdy Avenue
Grand Haven, Ml 48417
(616) 846-1840
ghchapel.org

Lighthouse Christian Ministries
13858 Lincoln Street

Grand Haven, Ml 48417

(616) 990-1823

lemchurch.net

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church
508 Frankiin Avenue
Grand Haven, Ml 43417
(616) B42-6760

www.fogh o

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church
760 East Savidge Street
Spring Lake, Mi 49456
(616) B42-5080
www.slpe.org

REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

Hope Church

14832 Mercury Drive
Grand Haven, Ml 43417
(616} B42-9150
hopegh.com

SALVATION ARMY

Tne Saivation Army
310 N. Despelder Street
Grand Haven, Ml 49417
(616) B42-3380
www.sagrandhaven.org

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

St. Paul's United Church of Christ
1401 S. Griffin Street

Grand Haven, Ml 49417

(616) B42-6870
stpaulsgrandhaven.org
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" ROOF CLEANING &
— ~ HOUSE WASHING | |

| _Remove dark streaks and moss ~ Clean clogged gutters ~ Wash houses |
Spot-free window cleaning ~ Pressure wash cancrete ~ Roof Inspections

g Michael Johnstan

Avaga|

Call or Text 616-847-1417

il

THORNLEY & REINHARDT

FAMILY DENTAL CARE
Accepting New Patients
17000 Robbins Rd. Grand Haven, M| 49417 616-846-7360
bowenandthornleyddspc.com

YOUR AD
COULD BE HERE!

Call 616-842-6400 ext. 247
today to find out how.
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